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to the Queen ; and on the ist January, 1594,
Dr. Lopez, principal physician to her Majesty,
was arrested.

He was taken to Essex House, and there kept
in close custody, while his house in Holborn was
searched from top to bottom; but nothing sus-
picious was found there. The Doctor was then
examined by the Lord Treasurer, Robert Cecil,
and Essex, He had a satisfactory answer for every
question. The Cecils were convinced that Essex
had discovered a mare's nest. In their opinion,
the whole affair was merely a symptom of the
Earl's anti-Spanish obsession; he saw plots and
spies everywhere; and now he was trying to get
up a ridiculous agitation against this unfortunate
Jew, who had served the Queen faithfully for
years, who had furnished an explanation of every
suspicious circumstance, and whose general respec-
tability was a sufficient guarantee that this attack
on him was the result of folly and malice. Accord-
ingly, as soon as the examination was over, Sir
Robert hurried to the Queen, and informed her
that both his father and himself were convinced of
the Doctor's innocence. But Essex was still un-
shaken ; he persisted in the contrary opinion. He
too went to the Queen, but he found her with
Sir Robert, and in a passion. As soon as he
appeared, he was overwhelmed with royal invec-
tives. Elizabeth declared that he was " a rash
and temerarious youth," that he had brought